
Editorial       The middle of May was exceptionally 
busy, with the Devon County Show, St Michael’s School 
Fair, branch skittles evening,  video and talk on queen 
rearing.  Horestone is a wonderful community of active 
people but they need your support.  If you have never 
been, or it is a long time since you have visited the Apiary 
there is an open afternoon scheduled for 2pm on Sunday 
22nd June.  The Georgeham Horticultural Society has 
been invited and are looking forward to meeting us and 
seeing the garden.  (Note photo at top right is the first lily 
flower on our new pond.) 

Again the newsletter is very full (we promise to try and 
keep it a bit shorter next time).   We look forward to your 
feedback (you must have some).  If you have any bee-
keeping questions you would like answered in print, once 
again let us know.  Please make a note of  diary dates, es-
pecially next Saturday’s hives sale and the Show in Octo-
ber.  There will be articles on how to prepare your show 
entries in the next editions. 
Keep your fingers crossed for a good summer and happy 
beekeeping.                                                    Mel & Sylvie 
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Since last months report there has been a change in the 
Apiary’s fortunes, and we are now feeling a lot more 
hopeful about being able to furnish our new student and 
other members with bees.   
Our teachers and groups are working together toward 
sharing expertise and maximising the nucleus colony pro-
duction.  Apart from the production of honey, both to pay 
our rent for the lease and to recompense the kind benefac-
tor who made it all possible. 
We are hopeful that enough queens will be produced to re
-queen our present colonies, the nuc’s and maybe some to 
sell. 
As usual, we haven’t managed to do some of the mainte-
nance jobs on the lists, but we will, we will... 

                                                            Tony Wright 

 
At the Branch Apiary things are looking up. After a bad 
start, in that we lost a number of colonies to what we 
think may have been due to poorly mated queens in last 
years rain, the Committee decided to relax the status of 
the Apiary from a “closed” apiary, i.e. no import of bees 
or equipment, to an “open” apiary.  This them permits us 
to bring in bees in the form of queens, swarms and whole 
colonies.  Kay Thomas has ordered a number of queens 
so that we can boost stocks, and additionally we have 
been ‘loaned’ a number of colonies so that we can better 
produce nucleus colonies.. 
The colonies ‘on loan’ are from the Instrumented Hive 
Project on the basis that, hopefully by the end of the sea-
son, they will receive back the same number - but not 
necessarily as colonies, it may be in the form of nuclei. 
This kind offer of bees will not only allow us to replace 
those colonies lost over winter, but will allow us to create 
an experimental hives area as part of our education sec-
tion. This experimental section will comprise a WBC 
hive, a new type poly hive, a skep (under a cover), an ob-
servable round hive, and a top-bar hive. 
The reason for a WBC is that many bee keepers have 
never used one and will now have the opportunity to test 
the benefits or downsides of their use, and similarly for 
the poly hive.  The skep is to observe bees doing things as 
nature intended; this will be reinforced with the round 
hive, where it will be possible to see more clearly how 
they do things.  It is intended that the skep and round hive 
will be for observation only.  The top-bar hive will be a 
working hive, so to speak, and will give a different slant 
on beekeeping.  Many of us are not as young as we used 
to be and many of the ladies are not inclined to prove 
their Amazon status by lifting and wheeling full supers.  I 
am sure that when the top bar hive is up and running it 
will be of great interest to those who want to keep bees 
but can not or do not want to do the lugging.  Hopefully 
by the end of June all of the hives in the experimental 
section will be ‘fully bee’d’ and those who may be inter-
ested in seeing a top-bar hive in action can come along on 
a Tuesday for a look. 
Those that could not make it on the 18th May for the 
video on commercial queen rearing missed a very good 
and entertaining afternoon. 
Our next open day for members and family to have a little 
get together and chat and have a look round at the great 
works of the gardening team is on Sunday 22 June. 

                                                                Jim Slade 
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Oh what weather! Sometimes you could be forgiven for 
thinking that it was October.  However the bees seem to 
be doing well, although I’m not sure that we will get any 
spring honey.  I am in a rather exposed site and the wind 
on a good day seems to be fierce, so perhaps my bees are 
not representative. 
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Row Common name Latin Name Habitat Characteristics Flower-
ing Pe-
riod 

Sup
plie
rs 

Comments 

1 Winter Cherry�
/Autumn Cherry 

Prunus x�
Subhirtella�
‘Autumnalis’ 

Full sun /�
part shade 

Specimen Tree.�
Small deciduous with 
good autumn colour 
in leaves�
  

Nov�
to�
Apr 

 �
10 

Supplies pollen, long 
season interest.  Ex-
pensive to buy as 
grafted, takes a few 
years to grow. 

2 Mahonia Mahonia ja-
ponica – not 
aquifolium 

Full sun /�
part shade 

Upright Evergreen 
Shrub 

Nov�
to�
March 

3,�
10 

Scented flowers, edible 
berries, trouble free, 
prickly leaves. 

3 Fatsia (false 
caster-oil plant) 

Fatsia japon-
ica 

Shade Large Leaf�
Evergreen Shrub 

Nov/�
Dec 

10 Shrubby ivy relative, 
easy and carefree, 
hates summer sun. 

4a Winter flower-
ing shrubby 
honeysuckle 

Lonicera�
fragrantissima 

Full sun/ 
part shade 

Small shrub, semi 
evergreen 

Nov�
to�
May 

10 Sweetly scented, very 
long season of interest 
and easy to care for, 
easy to propagate. 

4b Winter flower-
ing shrubby 
honey suckle 

Lonicera x 
purpusi 

Full sun/�
part shade 

Small shrub, semi 
evergreen 

Nov to 
May 

10 As above, nothing to 
choose between these 
two 

5   Viburnum 
tinus 

Full sun/ 
part shade 

Evergreen shrub Jan to 
May 

10 Long  season interest, 
unpleasant smell in 
summer 

6 Rosemary Rosmarinus 
officinalis 

Full sun Evergreen scented 
herb 

Dec to 
April  

10 Useful in kitchen all 
year round 

7 Winter/Spring 
Heather 

Erica carnea Full sun/ 
part shade 

Small densely 
branched bushy 
shrub 

Jan to 
Apr 

10 Tolerates alkaline soil.  
Trim after flowering. 

8 Christmas Box Sarcococca Full sun / 
part shade 

Small densely 
branched bushy 
shrub 

Jan to 
April  

10 Tolerates alkaline soil. 
Trim after flowering. 

9 Snowdrop Galanthus 
nivalis (single 
not double) 

Woodland.  
Sun/Part 
Shade, 
moist soil 

Early bulbs Jan to 
March 

4 Plant in the green, 
need a lot for show. 

10 Ornamental 
Japanese 
Quince�
‘Japonica’ 

Chaenomeles�
Cathayensis;�
Chaenoleles 
‘Crimson and 
Gold’ 

Shade/Sun Deciduous Shrub Dec to 
May 

3,�
10 

Edible Fruit ie for jelly 

11 Hellebores/
Lenten Rose 

Helleborus-
any but not 
niger (Xmas 
Rose. 

Full sun/
part shade 

Herbaceous mostly 
evergreen 

Jan to 
May 

2, 
10 

Best out of cold winds. 
Horticulturaly in 
vogue ‘must have’ 

12 Winter aconite Eranthis hye-
malis 

Full sun/�
Part shade 

Herbaceous corms Jan to 
March 

4 Plant in the green, 
need a lot for show 

13 Lung wort Pulmonaria 
(any type but 
not longifolia) 

Full sun/ 
part shade 

Herbaceous semi 
evergreen, spotted 
leaves 

Jan to�
May 

10 Will seed and spread, 
long season of interest 

14 Creeping com-
frey 

Symphytum 
grandiflorum 

Full sun/ 
part shade 

Evergreen herba-
ceous 

Jan to 
May 

10 Shade tolerant, ground 
cover, spreads easily. 

15 Wild Crocus 
Species; Winter 
Crocus�
  

Crocus chry-
santhus,�
Crocus sieberi�
& speciosus 

Full sun/
part shade 

Earlier & more 
dainty than large 
flowering hybrids 

Feb to 
March 

5,�
10 

Easy care free, need a 
lot for a show – no 
nectar 

16 Cherry Plum Prunus cera-
sifera;�
‘Pissardii’ & 
‘Nigra’  

Full sun / 
part shade 

Small deciduous tree Feb to 
March 

1,�
3 

Edible Fruit, first true 
spring blossom/purple 
leaved ornamental 
forms 

17 Flowering Cur-
rant 

Ribes san-
guineum 

Sun/part 
shade 

Deciduous, early 
flowering shrub 

March to 
April  

10 Unpleasant smell in 
summer 



18 Almonds & 
Apricots 

Prunus dulcis 
& Prunus 
armeniaca 

Full sun Small deciduous 
trees 

March to 
April  

1, 
3, 
7, 8 

Give good crops 
with newer varie-
ties 

19 Darwins Bar-
berry 

Berberis dar-
winii  

Full sun/�
Part shade 

Evergreen shrub March to�
April  

3,�
10 

Edible Berries, 
prickly leaves 

20 Evergreen 
Clematis 

Clematis 
armandii 
‘Apple blos-
som’ 

Shelter Full sun Evergreen vigorous 
climber 

March to 
April  

10 Sweetly scented, 
grows 16 ft+, needs 
support and shelter. 

21 Hyacinth Hyacinthus 
orientalis 

Full sun/�
Part shade 

Well known spring 
bulb 

March to 
April  

5,�
10 

Feed well.  Lift and 
divide clumps 
every few  years. 

22 Red & White 
currants�
/Gooseberries 

Ribes ru-
brum/�
Ribes uva-
crispa 

Full sun/�
Part shade 

Well known soft fruit 
bushes, easily trained 

March to 
April  

1,3, 
5,7,
8, 
& �
10 

Edible crop. Mil-
dew and prickles 
on gooseberries 

23 Cherries and 
Plums 

Prunus 
avium & 
Prunus do-
mestica 

Sun/Partial shade Small-medium size 
deciduous tree 

March to 
April  

1,3,
7,8,
10 

  

Further Notes from Lectures 2008 BBKA Spring Convention 
Andy Willis  - Feast or Famine: Off-season Forage (for the Beekeeper’s Garden)  
The importance of winter bees and the first couple of cycles of brood in early spring are well understood. Andy’s talk 
and slide show explained how the average beekeeper can help their own bees by planting various plants that he has ob-
served during his 20-year professional horticultural career, to be worked by bees during this normal ‘famine’. The high 
quality photos taken through the whole of this ‘off season’ illustrated how easy it is to grow a beautiful, productive and 
wide variety of plants for the mutual benefit of our own bees and ourselves.  
This fascinating and popular talk was accompanied by a hand-out list of the plants he showed pictures of and discussed. 
Especially useful was the effort he had taken to track down contemporary suppliers  of all these plants, as some are very 
tricky to get hold of. This list was obviously very well thought out and based on his experience and knowledge as a 
(former) professional horticulturalist; I commend it to you (see table on last page and continued below). 
Born in 1965, Andy showed an interest in plants and nature at an early age, taking on an allotment in his teens. Attend-
ing Writtle Agricultural College to do a HND in Commercial Horticulture, his beekeeping commenced in 1989 when he 
took the position of head gardener at a South Lincolnshire manor house, where eight colonies in National hives were 
established in the orchard within the five-acre grounds. Andy taught himself beekeeping using a book, talking to staff at 
Thorne’s and a local beekeeper with 60 years experience. He also learned from his mistakes and observations. Over 
four years, he increased the honey yield from around 200 lb and eight hives to some 2500 lb and 23 hives. Currently, 
Andy co-manages more than 20 hives in and around Southampton, having had to stop work due to ill health in 2004. 

                                                                                                                                                  Patrick Moore 

1 Deacons Nursery - 01983 840750 

2 Ashwood Nurseries Ltd- 01384 401996 

3 Agroforestry Research Trust - 01803 840776 

4 Eurobulbs - 01945 430009 

5 Parkers Wholesale Catalogue - 0161 8481124/5 

7 Thompson & Morgan - 01473 695225 

8 SE Marshall & Co Ltd - 01480 443390 

9 Spalding plant and bulb co - 08707 666333 

10 Available in most good garden centres 

11 Look in RHS Plant Finder. 

“AND IS THERE HONEY STILL FOR TEA ?” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If there is, we have the jars you require ! 

1lb jars, box of 72 with lids, (gold metal or  
white plastic) £17 

½ lb jars with lids (white or gold metal) 20p each 
For those of you cutting comb this year we also have in 

stock  -  8 oz Cut Comb containers @ £4.30 per 50 
Sleeves for containers @ £10.25 per 50 

 Bitz4Bees - Dave & Jean on 01237 475705 

Congratulations to Julie and Sylvia      The BBKA exami-
nation results for the written modules taken in March have just 
been published. 133 students sat for 204 modules - the highest 
number on record. Congratulations are due to Sylvia Barber and 
Julie Elkin.  After working through the Winter with a local dis-
cussion group and also with the support of the BBKA correspon-
dence courses they have both passed Module One Honeybee 
Management, both achieving not just a pass, nor a credit but with 
a distinction.  Well done !                                      Chris and 



$� �	� ��%	��� ���&� '� Despite very poor weather the 
Show was a glorious celebration of West Country Farm-
ing, Food and Crafts at their best. 
Once again the DBKA Bee and Honey Marquee at the 
County Show was a great success and excelled in promot-
ing all aspects of beekeeping.  Many of the DBKA 
Branches contributed displays, entered competition ex-
hibits and worked as stewards.  We should all be thanking 
the Committee (including our own Beryl and Chris) who 
gave so much time and energy to creating this magnifi-
cent display.  The Bee and Honey feature again won not 
only a gold medal for the best show feature but another 
gold medal for the best trade stand.  There are about nine 
trade classes that are awarded gold medals and the suc-
cessful then compete for the best of the best—the Cham-
pions Award in the form of the Nethway Perpetual Chal-
lenge Trophy.   And yes, the Bee and Honey feature won 
that as well.  A special mention should also go to the 
Holsworthy Branch who won the Stevenson Trophy with 
their outstanding and humorous display of the life cycle 
of the honey bee.  It  struck just the right note with both 
children and adults alike – particularly drone bee rapper 
“Big Daddy”.   See photo bellow. 
I am sure that all the visitors to the marquee were en-
thralled by the quality and comprehensiveness of the dis-
plays and stalls.  These ranged from artwork by school 
children, including flowers arranged in various types of 
footwear, to the ever popular candle rolling, observation 
hives and honey tasting.  The stewards on the honey tast-
ing team worked flat out serving scones, cream and 
honey.  The Tasters then passed the Sales table and 
bought an amazing amount of honey at £5 per pot.   
Honey cosmetics, polish and wax all sold steadily but 
remember to make some candles for next year.  The only 
disappointment was the weather preventing a live bee 
handling demonstration but the observation hives and the 
enormous ‘wild’ comb colony compensated for this.  The 
wonderful smell of honey and wax permeated the mar-
quee and drew in even more visitors, hopefully many of 
them will consider keeping bees themselves. 
It was very interesting to talk to the public about honey 
and see how many are asking for local honey to help with 
hay fever problems – most people do now seem to be 
convinced taking honey regularly can help.   The public 
also believe that local honey is a thoroughly wholesome 
food product and we as beekeepers have a responsibility 
to ensure that our honey always lives up to these expecta-
tions.                                                             Julie & Sylvie 
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Another great night for skittles when The Horestone Skit-
tlers arrived at The Plough Inn, Bickington. 
Everyone agreeing to a good night of fun and excellent 
food.....then off to the skittles where everything changes. 
Why you ask ??  Well, then everyone suddenly becomes 
competitive !!   
Only jokingly of course.....the fun and laughter could be 
heard for miles around and there were requests for  " lets 
have one more game before the food...have we got 
time ?” So off we went again...just for the fun of it be-
cause the prizes had already been given. Ladies’ prize to 
Jackie and the gentleman’s prize to Tim.  
Then away we went to enjoy one of Carol’s scrumptious 
buffets and of course a little drink to soothe it down. 
Overall the evening went really well and we also made a 
profit for the Apiary. A Total of £32..03 from the evening 
and raffle.  Two bottles of wine that were included in the 
raffle were donated by our ever generous friend, George 
Lake.  So, thank you to everyone for making it yet an-
other  enjoyable night to remember.. 
Best wishes to you all     Wendy 
PS  lottery was also drawn on the 17th May – Winners - 
K Stach and C James 
Due to the numbers decreasing (people not renewing their 
numbers ) the prizes were of less value this month. So 
come on everyone, if you want the lottery to carry on we 
need YOU to buy a ticket.     Thank you.               Wendy 

�
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Some years back, whilst living in Wiltshire, I was asked 
to collect a swarm from the Winchester area. On arrival, I 
was presented with a small cast swarm already in a box! 
“Now that’s my sort of swarm taking” I informed the pre-
senter of the box, who sheepishly told me that he and his 
wife had attended a beekeeping course at Sparsholt Agri-
cultural College and also bought a colony of bees from 
the college.  They had carried out their first inspection, 
had not seen the Queen but felt satisfied that all was well 
and returned to the kitchen for a deserved cup of tea. As 
the husband was removing his bee suit the wife screamed, 
pointing at the floor towards a hornet crawling along. He 
quickly reacted by picking up a shoe and dispatched not a 
hornet but their missing, and now flat, Queen.  
They followed this up by doing nothing, so the colony 
had re-queened and thrown a cast swarm that I was now 
holding. Well, we all can benefit from others’ mistakes.                                                                  
                                        Geoff  Mitchell 

Light Joke 
Patient: Doctor, Doctor I feel like a moth  
Doctor: What?!  
Patient: I feel like a moth  
Doctor: You don't need me, you need a clinical psychia-
trist  
Patient: I know, but your light was on.  



Notice re. Apiary 
 
Do you possess the patience of Job and the skin of a 
rhino? An appreciation of people of both sexes and the 
ability to work with elderly beekeepers with attitude, 
the not so elderly with attitude, and others?  You could 
become the next Horestone Apiary Manager ... 
Previous Horestone apiarists, know-it-all beekeepers 
and directors of Bitz4Bees need not apply ! 
Seriously though, folks, I am now half way through my 
last year in this post. I intend not to stand again at the 
next Annual General Meeting.  If someone were to 
shadow me for the remainder of this year, I’m sure they 
would attune into the role. 
My intention is to complete all of the outstanding tasks 
started by me before I stand down. 

                                                         Tony Wright 

 
Branch Honey Show :  

   St John’s Garden Centre, Barnstaple,  

   Sat & Sun 25 th and 26 th October 2008. 
 

¨ This gives you PLENTY of time – 22 weeks or more – 
to prepare your entries!! 

¨ Seriously folks …  many of the entries do need thought, 
collection , and preparation time.  

¨ You have got time to collect the wax, put aside the 
honey, take the photographs, do the embroidery, collect 
or make the unusual bee keeping gadgetry.  

¨ You may even have time to learn how to bake, for the 
cooking entries. 

¨ About the only thing you haven’t got time to do is make 
the mead, ‘cos that takes a year or two to mature etc … 
but you have plenty of time to make mead for the 2009 
and 2010 shows!! 

¨ For those of you who have never made entries before, 
there is lots of time to read about and to quiz old hands 
about preparing entries.  

 
Northern Lights will have more detail soon on the classes, and 
rules, but it will be pretty much the same as last year. 

So, please get plotting your entries. 

                                               Patrick Moore 

 

 
NOTICE BOARD 
 

Nucs for Sale - orders are being taken for 5 frame 
nucs -will deliver and install in North Devon, £90.  
Contact:  Chris Utting 01237 474500 
An Introduction to Bumblebees - their biology 
and identification.   Brian Marchant.  14th Jun ‘08 
10 am to 4 pm, Hallsannery Centre, Bideford.  £35,  
Contact:  Pip Jolland on www.hallsannery.co.uk. 

The Gardening Girls  -  and another Apiary asset 
One delightful aspect of North Devon Branch Apiary is the 
industry and dedication of the Gardening Girls.  We owe 
them a great appreciation for all that hard work, and the 
vast improvement - indeed creation -  of our gardens.  But 
please, if you read this, decide to help them in some way 
with the work involved.  Get in touch with Julie, Flowa, or 
Sylvie straight away. 
Another industrious happy gnome lives in the equipment 
shed at the top left of our plot. Albert Cannon,  Quatermas-
ter Extraordinary is always beavering away putting up 
shelves,  sorting,  cleaning,  supplying.  Think how you 
can help him by cleaning equipment before handing it 
back to him.  
A big thank you to all of them.                                    Beryl 

DIARY DATES 
7 Jun  3:30 pm - Used hives sale @ Horestone. This is 
next Saturday ! 
22 June 2 pm (Sun.) - monthly Branch mtg. at Horestone. 
23 - 29 June - National Insect Week, inc. planned event at 
Tawstock (St. Michael’s School) 26th 
25 & 26th October - Branch Honey Show—St Johns 
Garden Centre, Barnstaple. 
21- 23 Nov - CABK Conference, Stratford-upon-Avon 

HONEYED  RHUBARB  BETTY 

1lb Rhubarb, cut into half inch slices (about 4 cups) 

6 oz sugar 

1 teaspoon ground nutmeg 

Dash salt 

2 tablespoons water 

6 tablespoons butter/margarine melted 

Half cup of honey (about 4oz) 

5 slices bread, cut in cubes 
Combine rhubarb, sugar, nutmeg, salt, and water in a shallow 
baking dish.  Blend butter and honey; stir in bread cubes.  Spoon 
evenly over top of rhubarb. 
Bake in a moderate oven (375 degrees) for about 30 minutes, or 
till topping is light golden brown. 

Makes 4 to 6 servings. 

HONEY, LEMON AND ROSEMARY MARINADE 

(suitable for lamb or chicken) 

 

4 tbsp olive oil 

1 large shallot peeled and chopped 

2 cloves garlic peeled and chopped 

2 tbsp wine vinegar 

4-5 sprigs rosemary 

2 tsp runny honey 

Grated zest and juice of a large lemon 

Salt and freshly ground pepper 
Heat 1 tbsp oil in pan and fry shallot until soft.  Add garlic and 
fry for further 2 mins. Add remainder and simmer for 2-3 mins.  
Allow to cool before using as a marinade. 



A Dead Colony ? 
Question: I have only been keeping bees for a short 
while. I have looked at one of my hives and the colony is 
dead. What should I do? 
Answer:  First of all this is not an unusual occurrence 
these days. The NBU are expecting colony losses to ex-
ceed 20% this year. You will need to make some detailed 
observations and record what you see. Then seal the hive 
entrance using a wood entrance block or some foam to 
prevent other honey bees robbing and maybe spreading a 
problem to other hives. This is very important.  
Try and get information on the following: 
   Externally - Are there lots of dead or dying bees on the 
ground in front of the hive? If so, take a sample of about 
600 bees and put them in the freezer for later analysis. Is 
there staining on the outside of the hive. Has the hive 
been flooded with water? Is the roof leaking? 
   Internally – The floor -  are there mouse droppings, wax 
cappings or dead bees ? 
   The brood combs – If there are dead bees on the comb; 
are their wings deformed; do they have their heads in the 
cells or sticking out of the cells – are their tongues stick-
ing out? Is there staining on the frames?  Are there no 
dead bees to be seen either inside or outside the hive? Are 
there any unusual smells in the brood box?  
   The supers – Are there any stores left? Have the wax 
cappings been ripped open? 
 
Now what do you do? Take this information and talk to 
an experienced beekeeper. Alternatively, get in touch 
with your local Seasonal Bee Inspector and have a chat. 
He may even call to see for himself and advise you on 
what to do. Don’t be in a hurry to get more bees until the 
problem has been sorted out.                          Chris Utting 

Queen Rearing for Dummies 
One of the most mysterious aspects of beekeeping for the 
beginner is the idea of raising his/her own queens.  It is 
also one of the most rewarding. Try your hand at queen 
rearing right from the start of your illustrious career, but 
stick to simple methods at first. Think bee.  What is it that 
a colony of honeybees wants most?  To lay in a stock of 
stores and to reproduce.  Go with the flow and try one of 
these: 
1.  By the second or third week in May, have a one 
big strong colony   (which has good temper and is indus-
trious)   in one single box. Before  the first signs of queen 
cells,  split this colony into two by dividing the brood and 
bees of all ages into two halves,  i.e. in two boxes instead 
of one.  The queen will be in one brood box,  the other 
box will have enough eggs or very young larvae to raise 
another queen. Fill up the spaces with foundation,  and 
place the boxes next to each other. The older bees  will 
return to the parent colony,  so feed the other colony with 
a gallon of medium syrup (1k sugar to 1ltr water) and 
reduce the entrance to 1".  This colony will produce a 
new queen. 
2.  In August or September select a colony you really 
like.  Keep this colony near home to reduce travel.  In the 
early spring feed well with medium strength syrup (as 
above) and added pollen saved from last summer, (dried 
and frozen to keep well) stirred into the syrup.  I have 
never found the bees keen on patties, but you could try 
these if you like.   When queen cells are  advanced,  make 
an artificial swarm (Pagden method)    After four days or 
so,  the parent colony can be split into four or five nuclei,  
each with a queen cell  (or two).  Feed your nucs.  Three 
weeks later  each should have a mated laying queen.  
So at first you may not even have to find the queen, often 
very difficult for a beginner.  As you progress there are 
many options involving grafting, Jenter, etc.  Have a go - 
and the best of apicultural luck                                 Beryl 

A New Disease to Consider 
At the end of last year the presence of Nosema ceranae 
was confirmed in eight English and three Welsh counties, 
including Cornwall. 
N. ceranae is a variation of the more familiar pathogen N. 
apis and can be identified by examining a sample of for-
aging workers under the high power microscope. How-
ever, it is very similar to N. apis and not easy to differen-
tiate. The treatment is the same as for N.Apis using the 
antibiotic Fumidal B. The treatment is effective but you 
must follow the instructions exactly, as over high tem-
peratures can badly affect results 
The clinical symptoms are as follows: 

· progressive reduction in numbers of bees in the col-
ony to a point of colony collapse 

· no apparent cause 

· decline in colony productivity 

· dead or dying bees in front of the hive is infrequent 

· no classic ‘Nosema’ staining of frames or hive 

· sometimes affects the whole apiary other times only 
specific colonies 

· dwindling can occur rapidly or sometimes over  

several months 
· overall lack of vigour and fitness 
Eventually the colony contains insufficient bees to carry 
out basic colony tasks and the colony collapses. 
So you must be alert to your colony condition and not just 
watch it decline and die. Once you suspect the problem, 
quick treatment can save the colony. It is very infectious, 
so maintaining high standards of apiary hygiene is impor-
tant.                                                                Chris Utting 

Quote of the month 
From Natural Beekeeping by Ross Conrad, “Once you 
are able to maintain a peaceful, focused and present state 
of mind in the beeyard, the real 
trick is to be able to keep that 
same harmonious presence 
with you when you return to 
the world of humanity.”  The 
book has been ordered for the 
library.            Julie Elkin 
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Book review 
In fact, two books this month !  The first is a little title that most 
would rightly term 'an attractive little gift book':  

  Bee Keeping : Inspiration and Practical Advice for Would-
Be Smallholders" - A Davies, Anova Books, 2007, h'back. 
This slim (96 pp), small format, traditionally bound, introductory 
book is one of several in the same self-sufficiency stable from 
(jointly) Country Life and the National Trust.  Note the 'would-
be' term in the extended title.  The publisher's claim 
is: "Illustrated throughout with stunning photography, you will 
find all you need to catch the bee buzz." Well, in fact there are no 
photographs at all, but some very charming, gently coloured pic-
tures and line b/w drawings. As you can guess, there's not much 
detail here, but overall it's a pleasing little practical 'taster' for 
beginners and the less experienced, and all done in a quite ap-
pealing manner with just enough to whet the appetite and act as a 
source of reminders on basic concepts. One keeps returning to the 
illustrations, they are quite beguiling.  Oh yes, indeed it's just the 
job for a little gift !  It lists for only £7, but it's easily available 
for less. You may need to invest in a table lamp or a pair of those 
cheap reading glasses too, though, as the print size is a tad 
small and of low contrast. Well worth considering for our library.   
The 2nd title is at the other end of the scale in several respects: 

  Apicultural Research on Varroa - Original Research in the 
21st Century   S J Martin, ed.  IBRA, 2007, p'back. 
This is a large format (A4) 171 pp. reprint volume. This is not so 
widely available as most apiculture titles, but is easily available 
from IBRA direct at the surprisingly reasonable price of £12.50 + 
reasonable shipping (IBRA members get a 10% discount, as a 
credit card partial refund after order placement). 
The editor, S Martin of Univ. Sheffield, is well known for his 
work in this area, and has written an excellent foreword to this 
fine selection of 21 papers from the peer-reviewed articles origi-
nally published in J Apicultural Research and Bee World (latter 
incorporated into the former, from 2006).  Most of the papers 
have been published in the last five years  Apparently this reprint 
volume is to be the first of a new series from IBRA, with future 
titles covering such subjects as honeybee genetics, bee breeding, 
hive products, and pollination.  The Bee World articles are some-
what more general or practical whereas the J Ap Res papers are 
detailed and scientific. As for the reprint volume reviewed last 
month, the reader needs to be aware of name changes over the 
last decade and a half, in this case from varroa jacobsoni to v. 
destructor.  Not mentioned here, but interesting perhaps, is that it 
was in late 1999 that Martin's earlier book was published on var-
roa, especially on the reproductive cycle, which had the jacob-
soni name in its title. 
There is a pretty comprehensive coverage here of the basic life 
cycle, the global spread, the transmission of virus particles during 
varroa feeding actions (and we all know it’s the viruses that actu-
ally weaken and kill the bee colonies), these viruses, the various 
treatment (control) and mitigation measures and their regulatory 
considerations etc.  Varroa has been recognised in a cerana since 
before 1904 and in a. mellifera by at least 1975.  This collection 
is very up to date, but nevertheless unfortunately came out just 
after the important and widely reported US research work by Cox 
et al (the so-called metagenomic study) that  made  great progress 
in identifying  the vectors  involved.  There are several key vi-
ruses implicated and of course this is one of the hottest topics 
internationally, with much confusion generated sometimes by   

Flowa was asked if she was free for an archaeological dig for 
a week at Hartland.  ‘I am free everyday except Tuesday, 
which is sacred to beekeeping’ she explained. “Can’t you 
bring the bees with you’, came the reply, accompanied by the 
cartoon. 

worried beekeepers frightened by the CCD issue amongst com-
mercial bee farmers in the USA (and in assuming it’s all down 
to one dominant mechanism, for it’s doubtless not). 
One aspect that puzzles me still is the relative importance of the 
three (or more ?) different, relevant hygienic behaviour modes 
in bees; I have not seen anything reported on this, but various 
amounts on these aspects taken separately.  The coverage of 
control methods is quite good, but there is lots more better re-
ported elsewhere, too.  Two intriguing papers that have gener-
ally received little attention that are included here are on the 
potential for monoterpenoids (plant-derived chemicals) and for 
pseudoscorpions (insects) for varroa control viz. for bio-
chemical and biological control resp.  There are thousands of 
species of pseudoscorpions, and it is argued that at least a few 
might be suitable for the control of several insect and mite ene-
mies of the bee. It is pointed out that such anthropods were 
formerly more widespread and are indeed present within feral 
colonies of many social insects.  So some at least may have co-
evolved perhaps with honeybees, but the adoption over the last 
century or so of removable frame hives from well-sawn smooth 
wood - and chemical treatments recently - may have acciden-
tally led to at least some of these species being near eliminated 
in our (managed) bee colonies now.  A fine reprint volume for 
serious students of varroa.                                       Dave James                                    


