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Editorial The middle of May was exceptionally
busy, with the Devon County Show, St Michael's Siho

Fair, branch skittles evening, video and talk amren

rearing. Horestone is a wonderful community ofivact
If you haveenev

people but they need your support.
been, or it is a long time since you have visitezl Apiary

there is an open afternoon scheduled for 2pm om&un
The Georgeham Horticultural Society ha;

22nd June.
been invited and are looking forward to meetingand
seeing the garden. (Note photo at top right iditiselily
flower on our new pond.)

Again the newsletter is very full (we promise tg &md
keep it a bit shorter next time). We look forwandyour

At the Branch Apiary things are looking up. Aftebad
start, in that we lost a number of colonies to wivat
think may have been due to poorly mated queenasn |
years rain, the Committee decided to relax theustaf
the Apiary from a “closed” apiary, i.e. no impoftlmees
or equipment, to an “open” apiary. This them pésras
to bring in bees in the form of queens, swarms\anole

colonies. Kay Thomas has ordered a number of gueen

so that we can boost stocks, and additionally wee ha
been ‘loaned’ a number of colonies so that we tteb
produce nucleus colonies..

The colonies ‘on loan’ are from the InstrumentedeHi

feedback (you must have some). If you have any begpygject on the basis that, hopefully by the enthefsea-

keeping questions you would like answered in ponte
again let us know. Please make a note of diamgsdas-
pecially next Saturday’s hives sale and the Sho@ato-
ber. There will be articles on how to prepare ysow
entries in the next editions.

son, they will receive back the same number - it n
necessarily as colonies, it may be in the formuxfie.

This kind offer of bees will not only allow us teplace
those colonies lost over winter, but will allow tascreate
an experimental hives area as part of our educatan

Keep your fingers crossed for a good summer angyhap tion. This experimental section will comprise a WBC

beekeeping. Mel & Sylvie

hive, a new type poly hive, a skep (under a coar)pb-
servable round hive, and a top-bar hive.

The reason for a WBC is that many bee keepers have

never used one and will now have the opportunitiesd

Since last months report there has been a chantiein the benefits or downsides of their use, and silyiltor
Apiary’s fortunes, and we are now feeling a lot eor the poly hive. The skep is to observe bees ddiimgys$ as

hopeful about being able to furnish our new studerd
other members with bees.

nature intended; this will be reinforced with thaumd
hive, where it will be possible to see more cledrbw

Our teachers and groups are working together towarthey do things. Itis intended that the skep anuhd hive

sharing expertise and maximising the nucleus cofooy
duction. Apart from the production of honey, baitpay
our rent for the lease and to recompense the lendfac-
tor who made it all possible.

We are hopeful that enough queens will be prodiced
-queen our present colonies, the nuc’'s and mayine o
sell.

As usual, we haven’t managed to do some of thetaain

nance jobs on the lists, but we will, we will...

Tony Wright

Oh what weather! Sometimes you could be forgiven fo

thinking that it was October. However the beesrsaz
be doing well, although I'm not sure that we witgany
spring honey. | am in a rather exposed site aadaihd

will be for observation only. The top-bar hive Wik a
working hive, so to speak, and will give a diffarstant
on beekeeping. Many of us are not as young assed u
to be and many of the ladies are not inclined tover
their Amazon status by lifting and wheeling fulpsus. |
am sure that when the top bar hive is up and rgnitin
will be of great interest to those who want to kéees
but can not or do not want to do the lugging. Holhe
by the end of June all of the hives in the expeniale
section will be ‘fully bee’d’ and those who may ioger-
ested in seeing a top-bar hive in action can cdoregan
a Tuesday for a look.

Those that could not make it on the™Blay for the

video on commercial queen rearing missed a verydgoo

and entertaining afternoon.

Our next open day for members and family to hahile
get together and chat and have a look round ajrée

on a good day seems to be fierce, (o) perhaps nsyetnee works of the gardening team is on Sunday 22 June.

not representative.

Jim Slade
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Row Common name | Latin Name Habitat Characteristics Flower- | Sup | Comments

ing Pe- plie

riod rs
1 Winter Cherry | Prunus x Full sun/ | Specimen Tree. Nov Supplies pollen, long

/Autumn Cherry| Subhirtella part shade | Small deciduous witH to 10 | season interest. Ex-
‘Autumnalis’ good autumn colour | Apr pensive to buy as
in leaves grafted, takes a few
years to grow.

2 Mahonia Mahonia ja- Full sun/ | Upright Evergreen Nov 3, Scented flowers, edibl
ponica — not | part shade| Shrub to 10 | berries, trouble free,
aquifolium March prickly leaves.

3 Fatsia (false Fatsia japon- | Shade Large Leaf Nov/ 10 | Shrubby ivy relative,

caster-oil plant) | ica Evergreen Shrub Dec easy and carefree,
hates summer sun.
4da Winter flower- | Lonicera Full sun/ Small shrub, semi Nov 10 | Sweetly scented, very
ing shrubby fragrantissima| part shade | evergreen to long season of interes
honeysuckle May and easy to care for,
easy to propagate.
4b Winter flower- | Lonicera x Full sun/ Small shrub, semi Nov to 10 | As above, nothing to
ing shrubby purpusi part shade | evergreen May choose between these
honey suckle two

5 Viburnum Full sun/ Evergreen shrub Jan to 10 | Long season interest,
tinus part shade May unpleasant smell in

summer

6 Rosemary Rosmarinus Full sun Evergreen scented | Dec to 10 | Useful in kitchen all
officinalis herb April year round

7 Winter/Spring Erica carnea | Full sun/ Small densely Jan to 10 | Tolerates alkaline soil.

Heather part shade | branched bushy Apr Trim after flowering.
shrub

8 Christmas Box | Sarcococca Full sun/ | Small densely Jan to 10 | Tolerates alkaline soil.

part shade | branched bushy April Trim after flowering.
shrub

9 Snowdrop Galanthus Woodland.| Early bulbs Jan to 4 Plant in the green,
nivalis (single | Sun/Part March need a lot for show.
not double) Shade,

moist Soil
10 Ornamental Chaenomeles | Shade/Sun| Deciduous Shrub Dec to 3, Edible Fruit ie for jelly
Japanese Cathayensis; May 10
Quince Chaenoleles
‘Japonica’ ‘Crimson and
Gold’
11 Hellebores/ Helleborus- Full sun/ Herbaceous mostly | Jan to 2, Best out of cold winds
Lenten Rose any but not part shade | evergreen May 10 | Horticulturaly in
niger (Xmas vogue ‘must have’
Rose.

12 Winter aconite | Eranthis hye- | Full sun/ Herbaceous corms | Janto 4 Plant in the green,
malis Part shade March need a lot for show

13 Lung wort Pulmonaria Full sun/ Herbaceous semi Jan to 10 | Will seed and spread,
(any type but | part shade | evergreen, spotted | May long season of interes
not longifolia) leaves

14 Creeping com- | Symphytum Full sun/ Evergreen herba- Jan to 10 | Shade tolerant, groung

frey grandiflorum | part shade| ceous May cover, spreads easily.

15 Wild Crocus Crocus chry- | Full sun/ Earlier & more Feb to 5, Easy care free, need 3

Species; Winter| santhus, part shade | dainty than large March 10 | lot for a show — no
Crocus Crocus sieberi flowering hybrids nectar
& speciosus

16 Cherry Plum Prunus cera- | Full sun/ | Small deciduous tree| Feb to 1, Edible Fruit, first true
sifera; part shade March 3 spring blossom/purple
‘Pissardii’ & leaved ornamental
‘Nigra’ forms

17 Flowering Cur- | Ribes san- Sun/part Deciduous, early Marchto | 10 | Unpleasant smell in

rant guineum shade flowering shrub April summer




Further Notes from Lectures 2008 BBKA Spring Convém
Andy Willis - Feast or Famine: Off-season Foragef@r the Beekeeper’'s Garden)

The importance of winter bees and the first cowpleycles of brood in early spring are well undeost. Andy’s talk

and slide show explained how the average beeke&epenelp their own bees by planting various plémis he has ob-
served during his 20-year professional horticultaeaieer, to be worked by bees during this norifahine’. The high

quality photos taken through the whole of this ‘sdéfason’ illustrated how easy it is to grow a hiéauproductive and
wide variety of plants for the mutual benefit of @wn bees and ourselves.

This fascinating and popular talk was accompanied band-out list of the plants he showed pictofeend discussed.
Especially useful was the effort he had takenaokiidown contemporary suppliers of all these glaag some are very
tricky to get hold of. This list was obviously vewell thought out and based on his experience amaviedge as a
(former) professional horticulturalist; | commendd you (see table on last page and continuedelo

Born in 1965, Andy showed an interest in plants aaiire at an early age, taking on an allotmehisrteens. Attend-
ing Writtle Agricultural College to do a HND in Canercial Horticulture, his beekeeping commencedd@dlwhen he
took the position of head gardener at a South litstore manor house, where eight colonies in Nalitnives were
established in the orchard within the five-acreugids. Andy taught himself beekeeping using a btadking to staff at
Thorne’s and a local beekeeper with 60 years esmpee. He also learned from his mistakes and obsanga Over
four years, he increased the honey yield from atd200 |b and eight hives to some 2500 Ib and 28shiCurrently,
Andy co-manages more than 20 hives in and arounth8mpton, having had to stop work due to ill Heait2004.

Patrick Moore

Thompson & Morgan - 01473 695225

SE Marshall & Co Ltd - 01480 443390
Spalding plant and bulb co - 08707 666333
Available in most good garden centres
Look in RHS Plant Finder.

18 | Almonds & Prunus dulcis| Full sun Small deciduous Marchto | 1, Give good crops
Apricots & Prunus trees April 3, with newer varie-
armeniaca 7,8 | ties
19 | Darwins Bar- Berberis dar-| Full sun/ Evergreen shrub March to | 3, Edible Berries,
berry winii Part shade April 10 | prickly leaves
20 | Evergreen Clematis Shelter Full sun Evergreen vigorous | Marchto | 10 | Sweetly scented,
Clematis armandii climber April grows 16 ft+, needd
‘Apple blos- support and shelten
som’
21 | Hyacinth Hyacinthus | Full sun/ Well known spring March to | 5, Feed well. Liftand
orientalis Part shade bulb April 10 | divide clumps
every few years.
22 | Red & White Ribes ru- Full sun/ Well known soft fruit | March to | 1,3, | Edible crop. Mil-
currants brum/ Part shade bushes, easily trainedl April 5,7, | dew and prickles
/Gooseberries | Ribes uva- 8, on gooseberries
crispa &
10
23 | Cherries and Prunus Sun/Partial shade Small-medium size | March to | 1,3,
Plums avium & deciduous tree April 7,8,
Prunus do- 10
mestica
1 Deacons Nursery - 01983 840750 “AND IS THERE HONEY STILL FOR TEA ?”
2 Ashwood Nurseries Ltd- 01384 401996
3 Agroforestry Research Trust - 01803 840776 .‘\,\W Of Bee
4 Eurobulbs - 01945 430009 & Q@’; P;@
5 Parkers Wholesale Catalogue - 0161 8481124/5 "as‘ ¢ é %
7 U v “n
8
9
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If there is, we have the jars you require !

1lb jars, box of 72 with lids, (gold metal or
white plastic) £17
% Ib jars with lids (white or gold metal) 20p each

For those of you cutting comb this year we alscehav
stock - 8 oz Cut Comb containers @ £4.30 per 5

Sleeves for containers @ £10.25 per 50
Bitz4Bees Dave & Jean 001237 475705

Congratulations to Julie and Sylvia  The BBKA exami
nation results for the written modules taken in &fahave just
been published. 133 students sat for 204 modutas highest
number on record. Congratulations are due to Syaeber ang
Julie Elkin. After working through the Winter with local disH
cussion group and also with the support of the BBi#respon
dence courses they have both passed Module Oneybkxe
Management, both achieving not just a pass, noeditdut with
a distinction. Well done ! Chris and

(@)




$ % &' Despite very poor weather the (

Show was a glorious celebration of West Countryntar - Another great night for skittles when The Horest6ié-
ing, Food and Crafts at their best. |_tlers arrived at The Plough Inn, Bickington.

Once again the DBKA Bee and Honey Marque?e at thPEveryone agreeing to a good night of fun and ezoell
County Show was a great success and excelled ingtro food.....then off to the skittles where everythoiganges.

ing all aspects of beekeeping. Many of the DBKA "
Branches contributed displays, entered competiérn \C/\érgp}é%ltjivaesh ?? Well, then everyone suddenly besome

hibits and worked as stewards. We should all bakimg o
the Committee (including our own Beryl and Chrigjov| ©Only jokingly of course.....the fun and laughteuicbbe
gave so much time and energy to creating this nfiagni neard for miles around and there were requests' fets
cent display. The Bee and Honey feature again main| Nave one more game before the food...have we got
only a gold medal for the best show feature buttero fime ?” So off we went again.. just for the funiobe-

gold medal for the best trade stand. There aretatine = C2use the prizes had already been given. Ladie= po
trade classes that are awarded gold medals ansuthe Jackie and the gentleman’s prize to Tim.

cessful then compete for the best of the best—tene = Then away we went to enjoy one of Carol's scrumystio
pions Award in the form of the Nethway Perpetuablch buffets and of course a little drink to sootheatah.

lenge Trophy. And yes, the Bee and Honey featm® | Qverall the evening went really well and we alsama
that as well. A special mention should also gahe | profit for the Apiary. A Total of £32..03 from thevening
Holsworthy Branch who won the Stevenson Trophy withand raffle. Two bottles of wine that were includedhe
their outstanding and humorous display of the d§ele | raffle were donated by our ever generous friendyrGe

of the honey bee. It struck just the right notthweoth | | ake. So, thank you to everyone for making it gat
children and adults alike — particularly drone bapper | other enjoyable night to remember..

“Big Daddy”. See photo bellow.

| am sure that all the visitors to the marquee ware ,
thralled by the quality and comprehensiveness efdis- =~ P> lottery was also drawn on the 17th May — Wiarer
plays and stalls. These ranged from artwork bysech K Stachand C James

children, including flowers arranged in various @gpof = Due to the numbers decreasing (people not renethiig
footwear, to the ever popular candle rolling, olaion | numbers ) the prizes were of less value this moBth.
hives and honey tasting. The stewards on the htzsty = come on everyone, if you want the lottery to camywe
ing team worked flat out serving scones, cream anteedYOU to buy aticket. ~ Thank you. Wendy
honey. The Tasters then passed the Sales table| and
bought an amazing amount of honey at £5 per pot.
Honey cosmetics, polish and wax all sold steadily b ) % *0
remember to make some candles for next year. The 0 U o
disappointment was the weather preventing a live beSOMe years back, whilst living in Wiltshire, 1 wasked

handling demonstration but the observation hivestae = © collect a swarm from the Winchester area. Owvarl
enormous ‘wild’ comb colony compensated for thighe | Was presented with a small cast swarm alreadyhioxa

wonderful smell of honey and wax permeated the mar-NOW that's my sort of swarm taking” | informed tipee-

quee and drew in even more visitors, hopefully mafiy Senter of the box, who sheepishly told me thatritefas
them will consider keeping bees themselves. wife had attended a beekeeping course at Spar&o

It was very interesting to talk to the public abtaney cultural College and also bought a colony of beemf

and see how many are asking for local honey to Witp the college. They had carried out _th_eir first exon,
hay fever problems — most people do now seem to paad not seen the Queen but felt satisfied thavad well

convinced taking honey regularly can help. Thblipu =~ @nd returned to the kitchen for a deserved cugaf As
also believe that local honey is a thoroughly whotee | the husband was removing his bee suit the wifeaseee!,
food product and we as beekeepers have a resipsibi Pointing at the floor towards a hornet crawlingrajoHe
to ensure that our honey always lives up to thepeata- =~ dUickly reacted by picking up a shoe and dispateiwca
tions. Julie & Sylvie hornet but their missing, and now flat, Queen.
They followed this up by doing nothing, so the eglo
had re-queened and thrown a cast swarm that | was n
holding. Well, we all can benefit from others’ naikés.
Geoff Mitchell

Best wishes to you all  Wendy

Light Joke

Patient: Doctor, Doctor | feel like a moth

Doctor: What?!

Patient: | feel like a moth

Doctor: You don't need me, you need a clinical pg
trist

Patient: | know, but your light was on.



Notice re. Apiary

Do you possess the patience of &g the skin ;lfmr
rhino? An appreciation of people of both sexes
ability to work with elderly beekeepers with atti)
the not so elderly with attitude, and others? ould
become the next Horestone Apiary Manager ...

Previous Horestone apiarists, know-it-all beeke
and directors of Bitz4Bees need not apply !

bel

DIARY DATES

7 Jun 3:30 pm - Used hives sale @ Horestone. Thgs
next Saturday !

22 June2 pm (Sun.) - monthly Branch mtg. at Horesto

23 - 29 June National Insect Week, inc. planned even
Tawstock (St. Michael’'s School) 26th

25 & 26th October- Branch Honey Show—St Johns
Garden Centre, Barnstaple.

21- 23 Nov -CABK Conference, Stratford-upon-Avon

t at

Seriously though, folkd am now half way through m
last year in this post. | intend nta stand again at th
next Annual General Meeting. If someone werg
shadow me for the remainder of this year, I'm shey
would attune into the role.

My intention is to complete all of the outstandiagks
started by me before | stand down.

y
e

Tony Wrighl

\'/

{3’5
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This gives you PLENTY of time — 22 weeks or more —
to prepare your entries!!

Seriously folks ... many of the entries do need ¢y
collection , and preparation time.

Branch Honey Show :
St John’s Garden Centre, Barnstaple,
Sat & Sun 25™ and 26™ October 2008.

You have got time to collect the wax, put aside the

honey, take the photographs, do the embroider{eatol
or make the unusual bee keeping gadgetry.

You may even have time to learn how to bake, fer th
cooking entries.

About the only thing you haven’t got time to damske
the mead, ‘cos that takes a year or two to matire.e
but you have plenty of time to make mead for the220
and 2010 shows!!

For those of you who have never made entries before

there is lots of time to read about and to quiz fddds
about preparing entries.

Northern Lightswill have more detail soon on the classes, and

HONEYED RHUBARB BETTY

t01lb Rhubarb, cut into half inch slices (about 4g)up

6 0z sugar

1 teaspoon ground nutmeg

Dash salt

2 tablespoons water

6 tablespoons butter/margarine melted
Half cup of honey (about 40z)

5 slices bread, cut in cubes

Combine rhubarb, sugar, nutmeg, salt, and watarsimallow
baking dish. Blend butter and honey; stir in breabdes. Spoon
evenly over top of rhubarb.

Bake in a moderate oven (375 degrees) for aboutiBQtes, or
till topping is light golden brown.

Makes 4 to 6 servings.

HONEY, LEMON AND ROSEMARY MARINADE
(suitable for lamb or chicken)

4 tbsp olive oil

1 large shallot peeled and chopped

2 cloves garlic peeled and chopped

2 thsp wine vinegar

4-5 sprigs rosemary

2 tsp runny honey

Grated zest and juice of a large lemon
Salt and freshly ground pepper

Heat 1 tbsp oil in pan and fry shallot until sof&dd garlic and
fry for further 2 mins. Add remainder and simmer 263 mins.
Allow to cool before using as a marinade.

rules, but it will be pretty much the same as yeestr.
So, please get plotting your entries.
Patrick Moore

NOTICE BOARD

Nucs for Sale- orders are being taken for 5 frame
nucs -will deliver and install in North Devon, £90.
Contact: Chris Utting 01237 474500

An Introduction to Bumblebees - their biology
and identification. Brian Marchant. 14th Jun ‘08
10 am to 4 pm, Hallsannery Centre, Bideford. £3
Contact: Pip Jolland on www.hallsannery.co.uk.

The Gardening Girls - and another Apiary asset

One delightful aspect of North Devon Branch Apieryhe
industry and dedication of the Gardening Girls. e
them a great appreciation for all that hard workg ¢éhe
vast improvement - indeed creation - of our gasdeBut
please, if you read this, decide to help them imesavay
with the work involved. Get in touch with Julidpiva, or
Sylvie straight away.

Another industrious happy gnome lives in the egeipm
shed at the top left of our plot. Albert Cannonja@rmas-
ter Extraordinary is always beavering away puttimng
shelves, sorting, cleaning, supplying. Thinkvhgou

gcan help him by cleaning equipment before handing i

back to him.

A big thank you to all of them. Beryl



A Dead Colony ?

Question: | have only been keeping bees for a short

while. | have looked at one of my hives and thenwglis
dead. What should | do?
Answer:

First of all this is not an unusual occurrence
these days. The NBU are expecting colony losse1o
ceed 20% this year. You will need to make someildeta
observations and record what you see. Then sedlitbe
entrance using a wood entrance block or some faam tt

several months

overall lack of vigour and fitness

Eventually the colony contains insufficient beescéory
out basic colony tasks and the colony collapses.

So you must be alert to your colony condition aatljast

watch it decline and die. Once you suspect thelpnob
guick treatment can save the colony. It is vergatibus,
S0 maintaining high standards of apiary hygiernenjor-

ant Chris Utting

prevent other honey bees robbing and maybe spieadin '

problem to other hives. This is very important.
Try and get information on the following:

Externally - Are there lots of dead or dying beagloe
ground in front of the hive? If so, take a samglalmout
600 bees and put them in the freezer for lateryarsalls
there staining on the outside of the hive. Has hive
been flooded with water? Is the roof leaking?

Internally — The floor - are there mouse droppjmngsx
cappings or dead bees ?

The brood combs — If there are dead bees ondimb;
are their wings deformed; do they have their héadbe
cells or sticking out of the cells — are their toag stick-
ing out? Is there staining on the frames? Areethey
dead bees to be seen either inside or outsidevube Are
there any unusual smells in the brood box?

The supers — Are there any stores left? Haveatdne
cappings been ripped open?

Queen Rearing for Dummies

One of the most mysterious aspects of beekeepmipéo
beginner is the idea of raising his/her own queeliss

also one of the most rewarding. Try your hand atequ
rearing right from the start of your illustriousrear, but
stick to simple methods at first. Think bee. Wilat that

a colony of honeybees wants most? To lay in akstc
stores and to reproduce. Go with the flow andotrg of
these:

1. By the second or third week in May, have a one

big strong colony (which has good temper anchasis-
trious) in one single box. Before the first Sg@f queen
cells, split this colony into two by dividing theood and
bees of all ages into two halves, i.e. in two Isoxestead
of one. The queen will be in one brood box, theep
box will have enough eggs or very young larvaediser
another queen. Fill up the spaces with foundatiamd

Now what do you do? Take this information and talk place the boxes next to each other. The older be#ls
an experienced beekeeper. Alternatively, get inchiou return to the parent colony, so feed the othesroplvith
with your local Seasonal Bee Inspector and havhad. ¢ a gallon of medium syrup (1k sugar to 1lltr watemy a
He may even call to see for himself and advise gou reduce the entrance to 1". This colony will proelsc
what to do. Don't be in a hurry to get more beesl ti,e  new queen.

problem has been sorted out. Chrisutting 2 |n August or September select a colony youyeal
) ) like. Keep this colony near home to reduce travelthe
A New Disease to Consider early spring feed well with medium strength syras (
At the end of last year the presenceNaoisema ceranae above) and added pollen saved from last summegd(dr
was confirmed in eight English and three Welsh tiesn  and frozen to keep well) stirred into the syruphave
including Cornwall. never found the bees keen on patties, but you coyld
N. ceranads a variation of the more familiar pathogsen  these if you like. When queen cells are advanceake
apis and can be identified by examining a sampléoof an artificial swarm (Pagden method) After foays or
aging workers under the high power microscope. How- SO, the parent colony can be split into four e fnuclei,
ever, it is very similar tdN. apisand not easy to differen- each with a queen cell (or two). Feed your nutlree
tiate. The treatment is the same as NoApisusing the weeks later each should have a mated laying queen.
antibiotic Fumidal B. The treatment is effectivetlyjou  So at first you may not even have to find the queéen
must follow the instructions exactly, as over higm-  very difficult for a beginner. As you progress réhare
peratures can badly affect results many options involving grafting, Jenter, etc. Havgo -

The clinical symptoms are as follows: and the best of apicultural luck Beryl

progressive reduction in numbers of bees in the col

ony to a point of colony collapse Quote of the month

From Natural Beekeeping by Ross Conrad, “Once you
are able to maintain a peaceful, focused and presae
of mind in the beeyard, the real

trick is to be able to keep that Lz
same harmonious presence =
with you when you returnto &

sometimes affects the whole apiary other times only the world of humanity.” The

specific colonies book has been ordered for the\\)

library. Julie Elkin <

no apparent cause

decline in colony productivity

dead or dying bees in front of the hive is infrague
no classic ‘Nosema’ staining of frames or hive

dwindling can occur rapidly or sometimes over



Book review worried beekeepers frightened by the CCD issue gstaom-
mercial bee farmers in the USA (and in assumirgyat! down
to one dominant mechanism, for it's doubtless not).

Bee Keeping : Inspiration and Practical Advice forWould- t(?]ne aspect thatlyplaz_fzfles rrt1e Stl'" IS tthﬁ fe.'a“.ml rance of dthe
Be Smallholders - A Davies, Anova Books, 2007, h'back. three (qr more ?) different, re evant hygienic ar moaes
— - ' in bees; | have not seen anything reported on khisyarious
This slim (96 pp), small format, traditionally baijrintroductory  3mounts on these aspects taken separately. Theragey of
book is one of several in the same self-sufficiestable from  -ontrol methods is quite good, but there is lotsertmetter re-
(jointly) Country Lifeand the National Trust. Note the ‘would- horted elsewhere, too. Two intriguing papers tiate gener-
be’ term in the extended title. ~ The publishersinel gy received little attention that are includedéare on the
is: "lllustrated throughout with stunning photogngp you will  potential for monoterpenoids (plant-derived cheis)cand for
find all you need to catch the bee buzz.” Welfaict there are no  pseydoscorpions (insects) farrroa control viz. for bio-
photographs at all, but some very charming, gertlpured pic:  chemical and biological control resp. There amugiands of
tures and line b/w drawings. As you can guessgtierot much  gpecies of pseudoscorpions, and it is argued thatst a few
detail here, but overall it's a pleasing little giieal ‘taster’ for  mignt be suitable for the control of severaect and mite ene-
beginners and the less experienced, and all domequite ap- mjes of the bee. It is pointed out that such ambds were
pealing manner with just enough to whet the appetitd act as a formerly more widespread and are indeed presefiimwieral
source of reminders on basic concepts. One ke&psireg to the  ~g|onies of many social insects. So some at least have co-
illustrations, they are quite beguiling. Oh yeglged it's just the g\qlved perhaps with honeybees, but the adoptien the last
job for a little gift ! It Iists_for on_ly £7, butt's easily_ available century or so of removable frame hives from wellsssmooth
for less. You may need to invest in a table lamp pair of those  yood - and chemical treatments recently - may res@den-
cheap reading glasses too, though, as the priet isiza tad ta)ly |ed to at least some of these species beirag aliminated
small and of low contrast. Well worth considering éur library. i our (managed) bee colonies now. A fine repvisiume for
The 2nd title is at the other end of the scalesivesal respects: serious students efrroa Dave James

Apicultural Research on Varroa - Original Researt in the
21st Century S J Martin, ed. IBRA, 2007, p'back.

This is a large format (A4) 171 pp. reprint voluréis is not so
widely available as most apiculture titles, bueasily available
from IBRA direct at the surprisingly reasonablecprof £12.50 +
reasonable shipping (IBRA members get a 10% didcama
credit card partial refund after order placement).

The editor, S Martin of Univ. Sheffield, is well &wn for his
work in this area, and has written an excelleneviard to this
fine selection of 21 papers from the peer-revieasitles origi-
nally published inJ Apicultural Researcland Bee World(latter
incorporated into the former, from 2006). Mostthé papers
have been published in the last five years Appbrénis reprint
volume is to be the first of a new series from IBR#ith future
titles covering such subjects as honeybee gendtiasbreeding,
hive products, and pollination. TlBee Worldarticles are some-
what more general or practical whereas Ih&p Regapers are
detailed and scientific. As for the reprint volumesiewed last
month, the reader needs to be aware of name chavgeghe
last decade and a half, in this case fresmnroa jacobsonito v.
destructor Not mentioned here, but interesting perhapasit
was in late 1999 that Martin's earlier book waslighlked onvar-
roa, especially on the reproductive cycle, which hael jttob-
soniname in its title.

There is a pretty comprehensive coverage hereeobdsic life

cycle, the global spread, the transmission of yragicles during

varroafeeding actions (and we all know it’s the virudesttactu-

ally weaken and kill the bee colonies), these @s,ghe various

treatment (control) and mitigation measures and tlegulatory

considerations etcVarroa has been recognisedanceranasince

before 1904 and ia. melliferaby at least 1975. This collection

is very up to date, but nevertheless unfortunatelye out just

after the important and widely reported US researatk by Cox Flowa was asked if she was free for an archaealbdig for
et al (the so-called metagenomic study) that mauesat progress a week at Hartland. ‘I am free everyday exceptstiag,
in identifying the vectors involved. There aeveral key vi- which is sacred to beekeeping’ she explained. “Cgol
ruses implicated and of course this is one of tbtebt topics bring the bees with you’, came the reply, accomgubiy the

In fact, two books this month ! The first is dléttitle that most
would rightly term 'an attractive little gift book'

internationally, with much confusion generated stimes by cartoon.
LS % W& ' % ( &(&)*
+ -1*0 (% 1), +% 2 34 #'HS &% 2, & '28&/1.&(%
3( )2 (% (/ " 5% 5 N( 5 % 62 2 & &

% % % & % +



